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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment dated 23 November 2005 in 
application 09/845,166. Claims 1 and 3-18 are pending. Claims 1, 5, 12, 15, and 16 are 
amended. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 05 January 2006 was 
filed after the mailing date of the Non-Final Office Action on 25 August 2005. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 3 is 
dependent on a cancelled claim. The examiner assumes that claim 3 is dependent off 
claim 1. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1, 6-8, and 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Blackketter et al. (US 200200561 29A1) in view of Kaiser et al. 
(US006615408B1). 

Regarding claim 1, Blackketter et al. (Blackketter) discloses an interactive 
television system that provides a "push mechanism in a digital communications system" 
(See Fig. 1; paragraphs 0001-0002 and 0066). The system creates an icon or "graphical 
object" (See paragraph 0055) based on a trigger that has "timing information" (See 
paragraphs 0009-001 1), where the "timing information" represents a "time stamp" that is 
inherently placed in an elementary stream of a digital television system (See paragraph 
0066). The receiving unit or set-top terminal (STT) has a monitoring software or "first 
software application", where the monitoring software causes the activation of the trigger 
to place the icon on the screen or "associated with said graphical object" (See 
paragraph 0032 and 0042). The monitoring software will respond when the time/frame 
of the system or STT matches the time/frames specified in the trigger or "a 
predetermined event" (See paragraph 0032 and 0042). The monitoring software also 
activates other software or "second software application" that will retrieve and display 
the content from the Internet (See paragraph 0044 and 0046) in response 
"predetermined event". Furthermore, the time/frame of the system or STT and the 
time/frame specified in the trigger that are both used in the "predetermined event" are 
also considered the "subtitling information" or "predetermined event comprising 
subtitling information". However, Blackketter does not disclose positioning information 
associated with the graphical object. 
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Kaiser et al. (Kaiser) discloses interactive television system (See Fig. 6). Kaiser 
discloses triggers that make use of positioning information in order to display a trigger 
zone on certain areas of the display screen (See column 6 lines 34-64). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the triggers disclosed by Blackketter to include positioning 
information that would cause the icon to be display in a certain areas of the display, as 
taught by Kaiser, in order to provide more options to the providers thereby increasing 
the chances that user will notice the icon. 

Regarding claim 6, the icon has associated therewith a reference to a content, 
preferably a Universal Resource Link (See Blackketter Figs. 5-6; paragraph 0002). 

Regarding claim 7, the reference to the content is inherently cached in order to 
execute the trigger and retrieve the content at a future time (See Blackketter paragraphs 
0044-0046). Furthermore, the triggers and references are received from stream in a 
digital television system (See paragraph 0066), where the stream is considered a multi 
protocol encapsulation stream due to its ability to carry digital video packets, digital 
audio packets, and as well as trigger data packets containing web addresses. 

Regarding claim 8, the STT or WebTV terminal uses a "web browser" that allows 
the system to retrieve and display web pages to the user (See Blackketter paragraphs 
0031 and 0044). 

Regarding claim 11, the timing information is considered a "Normal Presentation 
Time information", wherein the timing information represents the standard wall clock 
time (See Blackketter paragraphs 0035 and 0038). 
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Regarding claim 12, Blackketter et al. (Blackketter) discloses an interactive 
television system that provides a "push mechanism in a digital communications system" 
(See Fig. 1; paragraphs 0001-0002 and 0066). The system creates an icon or "graphical 
object" (See paragraph 0055) based on a trigger that has "timing information" (See 
paragraphs 0009-0011), where the "timing information" represents a "time stamp" that is 
inherently placed in an elementary stream of a digital television system (See paragraph 
0066). Furthermore, the "time stamp" is also considered the "subtitling information" or 
"digital information comprising subtitling information". The receiving unit or set-top 
terminal (STT) has a monitoring software or "first software application", where the 
monitoring software causes the activation of the trigger to place the icon on the screen 
or "associated with said graphical object" (See paragraph 0032 and 0042). The 
monitoring software will respond when the time/frame of the system or STT matches the 
time/frames specified in the trigger or "a predetermined event" (See paragraph 0032 
and 0042). The monitoring software also activates other software or "second software 
application" that will retrieve and display the content from the Internet (See paragraph 
0044 and 0046) in response "predetermined event". Furthermore, the WebTV or STT 
inherently receives the icon or "graphical object" from a memory source. However, 
Blackketter does not disclose positioning information associated with the graphical 
object and that the graphical object is associated with a plurality of content streams 
wherein the second software application is associated with a content stream selected 
from the plurality of content streams based on one or more user preferences. 
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Kaiser et al. (Kaiser) discloses interactive television system (See Fig. 6). Kaiser 
discloses triggers that make use of positioning information in order to display a trigger 
zone on certain areas of the display screen (See column 6 lines 34-64). Furthermore, 
Kaiser discloses that the triggers have more than one selectable actions associated with 
the trigger, e.g. promotion participation action, information request action, and product 
purchase action or "graphical object is associated with a plurality of content streams". 
The user selects one of the actions and the browser will load the appropriate action or 
"second software application is associated with a content stream selected from the 
plurality of content streams based on one or more user preferences" (See Figs. 6c and 
6d; column 5 line 55 - column 6 line 8, column 8 lines 44-64, and column 10 line 51 - 
column 13 line 15). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the triggers disclosed by 
Blackketter to include positioning information that would cause the icon to be display in 
a certain areas of the display and to have the triggers are associated with a plurality of 
content streams wherein the second software application is associated with a content 
stream selected from the plurality of content streams based on one or more user 
preferences, as taught by Kaiser, in order to provide more options to the providers 
thereby increasing the chances that user will notice the icon and increase interactivity. 

Regarding claim 13, the terminal is a "set-top box" (See Blackketter Fig. 1; 
paragraph 0031). 

Claim 14 contains the limitations of claim 1 and is analyzed as previously 
discussed with respect to that claim. Furthermore, inherently there is "baseband 
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processor and at least one receiver" that provides the video and triggers to the terminal 
via a "communications path" (See Blackketter Fig. 1). 

Claim 15 contains the limitations of claim 12 (where inherently the terminal 
executes software code from a computer program loaded into internal memory of the 
terminal or "digital computer") and is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to 
those claims. 

Regarding claim 16, Blackketter et al. (Blackketter) discloses an interactive 
television system that provides a "push mechanism in a digital communications system" 
(See Fig. 1; paragraphs 0001-0002 and 0066). The system creates an icon or "graphical 
object" (See paragraph 0055) based on a trigger that has "timing information" (See 
paragraphs 0009-0011), where the "timing information" represents a "time stamp" that is 
inherently placed in an elementary stream of a digital television system (See paragraph 
0066). Furthermore, the "time stamp" is also considered the "subtitling information" or 
"digital information comprising subtitling information". The receiving unit or set-top 
terminal (STT) has a monitoring software or "first software application", where the 
monitoring software causes the activation of the trigger to place the icon on the screen 
or "associated with said graphical object" (See paragraph 0032 and 0042). The 
monitoring software will respond when the time/frame of the system or STT matches the 
time/frames specified in the trigger or "a predetermined event" (See paragraph 0032 
and 0042). The monitoring software also activates other software or "second software 
application" that will retrieve and display the content from the Internet (See paragraph 
0044 and 0046) in response "predetermined event". Furthermore, inherently the 
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terminal executes program code from a computer program loaded into internal memory 
or "readable storage medium". However, Blackketter does not disclose positioning 
information associated with the graphical object. 

Kaiser et al. (Kaiser) discloses interactive television system (See Fig. 6). Kaiser 
discloses triggers that make use of positioning information in order to display a trigger 
zone on certain areas of the display screen (See column 6 lines 34-64). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the triggers disclosed by Blackketter to include positioning 
information that would cause the icon to be display in a certain areas of the display, as 
taught by Kaiser, in order to provide more options to the providers thereby increasing 
the chances that user will notice the icon. 

Claim 17 contains the limitations of claims 12 and 16 and is analyzed as 
previously discussed with respect to those claims. 

Claim 18 contains the limitations of claims 12 and 17 and is analyzed as 
previously discussed with respect to those claims. 

Claims 4, 5, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Blackketter et al. (US 200200561 29A1) in view of Kaiser et al. 
(US00661 5408B1 ) as applied to claims 1 , 6-8, and 11-18 above, and further in view of 
Macrae et al. (WO 98/17064). 

Regarding claim 4, Blackketter in view of Kaiser does not explicitly disclose using 
Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) format. 
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Macrae et al. (Macrae) discloses an interactive television system (See Figs. 1 
and 2). Macrae discloses that the Internet content can come from the cable interface 
(See Macrae page 4 lines 29-35 and page 5 lines 34-38). Furthermore, the Internet 
content is transmitted in HTML format (See Macrae page 7 lines 12-22). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system disclosed by Blackketter in view of Kaiser to use the 
HTML format, as taught by Macrae, in order to provide information that adheres to a 
well known and established language thereby increasing the compatibility of the system. 

Regarding claim 5, the digital system disclosed by Blackketter in view of Kaiser 
and in further view of Macrae transmits digital information by means of "multi protocol 
encapsulation", wherein the cable interface delivers digital video, digital audio, and 
Internet content or digital data (See Macrae Figs. 3 and 4). 

Regarding claim 9, Blackketter in view of Kaiser and in further view of Macrae 
also discloses an application that retrieves software update information, preferably from 
a Service Provider (See Macrae page 7 lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 10, Blackketter in view of Kaiser and in further view of Macrae 
also discloses an application that is adapted to start an e-mail program or "chat 
program" (See Macrae page 12 lines 5-30). 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blackketter et al. (US 200200561 29A1) in view of Kaiser et al. (US006615408B1) as 
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applied to claims 1, 6-8, and 11-18 above, and further in view of Djupsjobacka et al. (US 
20030022643A1). 

Regarding claim 3, Blackketter in view of Kaiser does not disclose that the 
subtitling information follows the Digital Video Broadcasting standard. 

Djupsjobacka et al. (Djupsjobacka) discloses a system from transmitting digital 
video, audio, and data signals. Djupsjobacka discloses that the communication system, 
that provides various services to the users, has been defined by the Digital Video 
Broadcasting (DVB) organization. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system 
including the triggers and subtitling information disclosed by Blackketter in view of 
Kaiser to follow the DVB standards, as taught by Djupsjobacka, in order provide a 
system that adheres to a well known and established standard thereby making the 
system more compatible with other systems. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3-18 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant is reminded that although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 
Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 
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The examiner suggests that applicant consider providing more details in the 
independent claims about the "subtitling information" and the "user preferences" as 
supported by the applicant's specification. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph G. Ustaris whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7383. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5PM; Alternate Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 





January 24, 2006 



ViVEK SRIVASTAVA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



